Spring 2019 Newsletter

Mayor’s Message
As I come to the end of my second
term as your Mayor, I have been
reflecting on what an amazing
honour, privilege and fun role it has
been to have served this Town. The
spirit of community engagement and
diverse volunteers in Haywards Heath
is truly amazing. I have learnt so much
during this time and I have been truly
touched by the spirit of goodwill that
exists throughout our Town. One
such event I was honoured to attend
once again was the Bentswood
Community Partnership Christmas Party for disadvantaged
children. The kindness of you, the residents of Haywards Heath,
who donated your time, gifts and the venue, was truly uplifting
for me. Had it not been for the goodwill of our community, many
of these children may not have had a present at all at Christmas.
I thank you all for your commitment to our lovely Town.
I felt that Remembrance Day this year really reflected the passing
of 100 years since the end of The Great War. The numbers
attending the service at the War Memorial on Muster Green this
year was truly moving. A huge thank you to all the Services and
Voluntary groups who made this a fitting commemoration to
our fallen. The Town Council also laid some poignant engraved
paving around the War Memorial to commemorate this
centenary.

Spring Festival
on Muster Green

Residents, children, the scouts, church groups and the Town
Councillors have continued with regular community litter picks
to keep our Town spick and span for everyone to enjoy. I have
been fortunate to attend several of these and I find them quite
therapeutic and exhilarating and I encourage you all to join in
these in 2019 because they are also so much fun and a great
way to meet members of your community. Future dates will be
advised on the Town Council website for all you Litter Heroes.
As you may be aware, my chosen Mayor’s charity is the Dame
Vera Lynn Children’s Charity. Through the generosity of this
community, we have already raised several thousand pounds
for this valuable resource for young children with cerebral
palsy and their families locally. On 12th April this year, I will be
hosting a ‘James Bond’ style Fun Casino Night at the Town Hall
to raise further funds for this great cause. This promises to be
a fabulous night filled with prizes, food, drink and live music.
Ticket numbers are strictly limited, so please apply to the Town
Council early if you wish to attend. Ask for Maria or email her on
maria.horne@haywardsheath.gov.uk
As we move forward into Spring in 2019, I do wish you all
renewed vigour, good health and that we are all as fresh as
a daisy for Spring. It has been my absolute honour to serve
Haywards Heath as Town Mayor.
Cllr James Knight
Haywards Heath Town Mayor

Save the Date: 11 March 7.30pm
Annual Town Meeting

Sunday 28th April 1.30pm – 4:30pm
Spring Festival is approaching fast and we are looking
forward to a fun packed day. Come along to enjoy and
support this successful event for all the family.
We have lots to offer everyone of all ages. Stalls,
competitions, games, gifts, tombolas, rides, donkey
rides, inflatables, food stalls and much more! There will
be performances from local schools, clubs and bands,
Morris and Maypole dancers. We very much look forward
to welcoming you all there!

Follow us
@HHTCNews

Please note this change of date from the original date
of 29th April.
The Annual Town Meeting will be held in the Town Hall on
Monday 11th March 2019 at 7.30pm, with guest speaker,
Katy Bourne, Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner.
Katy will be presenting an update on policing in Sussex.

Visit the Town Council’s website at www.haywardsheath.gov.uk
Email town.clerk@haywardsheath.gov.uk
The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, Haywards Heath,
West Sussex, RH16 1BA
Tel: 01444 455694

Meet our new Events and
Community Officer - Becky
Becky Stevens joined us in
January this year and is the
new Events and Community
Officer at Haywards Heath Town
Council. Becky is known to
many of you around the Town
through her Dance Fitness Club,
Popsteps. Becky set this up
after realising the importance
of health and fitness from a
young age when she started her
family. She is looking forward
to working with members of
the voluntary and charitable communities and is already busy
organising her first Spring Festival for the Town. Becky has two
young children and keeps herself fit running dance and Zumba
classes at the Dolphin Leisure Centre while dealing with the
demands of a young family!

River of Poppies News: Haywards
Heath – A Town Remembers
from Sylvia Harris
Firstly, a big thank you to
everyone for all your amazing
poppy making and donations
to the ‘River of Poppies. Over
half of these have now been
donated to residents, local
schools and retirement homes,
raising £1,800 for the two
named charities – The Royal
British Legion and the Dame
Vera Lynn Children’s Charity.
Last year, many events centered on the Centennial
Commemorations of the ending of WW1. Local filmmaker, Rod
Willerton, was very busy recording these and he is now in the
process of editing the footage into a moving film: Haywards
Heath – A Town Remembers. We will have screenings of this
film across the Town – dates to be advised – leading up to the
75th Anniversary of D-Day on Thursday 6th June this year. The
screenings will have a selection of hand made poppies and
wreaths made from the ‘River of Poppies’. These will again be
offered in exchange for donations to the charities.
I am kindly asking for volunteers to help with the poppy wreath
project so if you are interested in attending a screening or
volunteering, please contact me, Sylvia, on 01444 617084 or by
email to riverofpoppies18@gmail.com

Haywards Heath IN BLOOM
Art Competition 2019
FULL STEAM AHEAD!
The theme for this year’s
Haywards Heath IN BLOOM
Art Competition has been
announced as Full Steam
Ahead - encompassing the
Industrial Days of Steam and
the Celebration of a Bygone
Age. From Beech Hurst Garden’s
Miniature Railway to the Bluebell Railway, Mid Sussex continues
to celebrate the history of steam trains and the railway which
have been pivotal to the history of Haywards Heath. Entrants
are asked to create a vision of heritage steam from the likes of
the Flying Scotsman, Stephenson’s Rocket, or a glimpse of the
surrounding historic scenes, stations, passengers, signal boxes
or wagons.
The IN BLOOM Committee and Haywards Heath Town Council
have such great pleasure in displaying the Art Work to visitors to
the Spring Festival and in pop up Art Displays around the Town
for everyone to enjoy.

A Blue Plaque is unveiled in
Haywards Heath for Joseph Flesher
1809-1856
Cllr Sandy Ellis and members of
Mr Flesher’s family unveiled a Blue
Plaque to celebrate the life and
contribution to Haywards Heath
of Joseph Flesher. The plaque was
unveiled on the NatWest building at
1 Muster Green which sits over the
Folly Hill Tunnel.
Mr Flesher was the railway contractor responsible for this area’s
section of the London & Brighton Railway in 1841 and played a
pivotal role in the construction of the Folly Hill Railway Tunnel.
While working here, Joseph fell in love with the area and built his
home, Clevelands, on the grounds over the tunnel, becoming
one of the first citizens of Haywards Heath. Mr Flesher’s Great
Granddaughter, Gwynneth Busfield, was delighted that
Haywards Heath Town Council and NatWest Bank honoured the
important achievements of her Great Grandfather.

If you know of any historical buildings, people or places that
you feel deserve recognition in Haywards Heath, please
contact Cllr Ellis on sandy.ellis@haywardsheath.gov.uk

Haywards Heath Horticultural
Society: Spring Show 2019
Please join us at our
Spring Show and
see
the
beautiful
display of flowers,
vegetables, floral art,
handicrafts, cookery
and photography that
represent Spring! Join
us for tea and cakes – admission is FREE. Spring plants will be
on sale, at very reasonable prices, to help get your gardens and
allotments looking beautiful for the season.
The Spring Show takes place at St Wilfrid’s Centenary Hall in
Haywards Heath on Saturday 6th April from 2.00pm-4.30pm.
COME AND JOIN US…. We are always looking for new members
to join our Society and take part in our events which provide
interesting and colourful exhibits in the Town throughout
the year. We organise illustrated talks, films, demonstrations
and outings on a wide variety of horticultural and associated
subjects. Membership is only £7.50 per year for individuals and
concessions are available plus family memberships – so if you
have a love of gardening and growing, please contact Barbara
Chard, Membership Secretary on 01444 416093 or email
HHHSfriends@gmail.com

Say hello to Diane
the newest member of our Grounds Team
Diane Field joined Haywards
Heath Town Council in October
2018. Diane was very well known
around the Town prior to this
for her role litter picking and
sweeping the Town for Mid Sussex
District Council.
With a huge love of gardening and
the outdoors, Diane says “When
this position within the Town
Council became available, I simply
had to apply and I am so pleased
I did. The work is varied and fulfilling and whether I am grass
cutting, planting out one of the many beautiful displays around
the Town or simply clearing leaves, I thoroughly enjoy my job.
The people I work with are kind and helpful and it is a job to be
able to keep Haywards Heath looking so lovely. I am extremely
grateful to all those who assisted me along the way, you know
who you are, and I look forward to meeting our lovely residents
when I am out around the Town doing the job I love!”

We need your help Three Pieces of Litter Campaign
Haywards Heath Town Council’s
Environment Working Group needs
your help to keep our Town looking
clean and tidy. They are asking us
all, when out about or visiting one of
the Town’s wonderful green spaces,
to please take time to pick up three
pieces of litter. If everyone did this it
would have a hugely positive effect on
Haywards Heath, making a it a cleaner
and more pleasant environment.
Litter picking has such an all-round positive effect. The action of
doing this barely takes a minute of your time and can not only
make you feel good but can have such a tremendous impact on
the green and clean look of our Town for us all to enjoy. Thank
you all for caring about our Town and the area in which we live.

FREE advice and support for your
local community group or charity
at the Town Hall in Haywards Heath
Mid Sussex Voluntary Action will be running free drop-in
sessions at the Town Hall in Boltro Road for those involved in
running a local charity or community group and for those of you
thinking of setting one up.
Free advice and networking opportunities are on offer and
MSVA will share their experience on:
• Funding and grants
• All aspects of volunteering
• Training
• Policies and procedures
The sessions are free to MSVA member groups. You can also join
on the day by filling in a membership form – there is no fee at
any point.

Town Council Grants –
Next Deadline 24th May!
The next deadline for Town Council Grants
is 24th May 2019. The Town Council
allocates a modest annual budget to award
small grants to voluntary and community
groups, subject to available resources. The
purpose of such grants is to support voluntary and community
initiatives that benefit the residents of Haywards Heath. Groups
who have benefitted from Town Council grants in the past
include the 172 Squadron, St Peter and St James Hospice, Mid
Sussex Scouts, the Haywards Heath Youth CIC and Mid Sussex
Older People’s Council. Don’t delay, apply today!

To find out more about applying for a Town Council Grant,
including a full information pack, please contact us on
rebecca.stevens@haywardsheath.gov.uk or call Rebecca on
01444 455694. Alternatively visit the Grants section of our
website on www.haywardsheath.gov.uk

For more information on Mid
Sussex Voluntary Action,
visit www.msva.org.uk
or call 01444 258102

What’s on:

Your Town Councillors - how to get in touch

11th
March

Annual Town Meeting
Town Hall, Boltro Road,
Haywards Heath
Time: 7.30pm

17th
March

Mobile Civic Amenity
Collection
Franklynn Road Car Park
Time: 10am-12pm

Ashenground Ward
Cllr Sujan Wickremaratchi | 14 Colwell Close, HH, RH16 4HF | Tel: 07968 179083
Cllr Anne Boutrup | 50 Sunnywood Drive, HH, RH16 4PF | Tel: 07912 112484
Cllr Howard Mundin | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07802 603446

Bentswood Ward
Cllr Stephen Hillier | 38 Bentswood Crescent, HH, RH16 3QR | Tel: 07830 200722
Cllr Clare Cheney | c/o The Town Hall. 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07470 076924
Cllr Ruth de Mierre | 36 Gander Hill, HH, RH16 1QX | Tel: 07870 267344

Franklands Ward

6 th
April

Haywards Heath Horticultural
Society ‘Spring Show’
St Wilfrid’s Centenary Hall
Time: 2pm-4.30pm

12th
April

Mayor’s Charity Casino Night
‘Casino Royale’
Town Hall, Boltro Road,
Haywards Heath
Time: 7pm - late

28th
April

Spring Festival
Muster Green, Haywards Heath
Time: 1.30-4.30pm

4-6th
May

Mid Sussex
Marathon Weekend
5th May - Haywards Heath 10 Mile

Cllr Rod Clarke | 101 Beech Hill, HH, RH16 3TS | Tel: 01444 413529
Cllr Michael Pulfer | 6 Burma Close, HH, RH16 3JE | Tel: 07734 407467
Cllr Emma Clayton | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 01444 455694

Heath Ward
Cllr Sandy Ellis | 60a Queens Road, HH, RH16 1EE | Tel: 07827813366
Cllr Jonathan Ash-Edwards | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 01444 413902
Cllr Clive Laband | 5 Ashurst Place, Heath Road, HH, RH16 3EJ | Tel: 07966 196302

Lucastes & Bolnore Ward
Cllr Chris Ash-Edwards | 45 Turners Mill Rd, HH, RH16 1NW | Tel: 01444 413902
Cllr Matthew Jeffers | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07917 842566
Cllr James Knight | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07769 704063
Cllr Alastair McPherson | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07966 057664
Town Councillors can also be contacted by email: firstname.lastname@haywardsheath.gov.uk
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The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, Haywards Heath,
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