
Mayor’s Message

In my short time as 
your Mayor, I have 
been to many different 
and diverse events 
around the town and 
have been touched by 
the amazing work our 
local charities, hospital, 
schools, businesses and 
support groups do. Of 

course, it is the volunteers who give up their time for the benefit 
of others who deserve the greatest praise. It has been a true joy 
to see what a worthy community spirit we have in and around 
Haywards Heath. On behalf of the Town Council a big thank you 
for all the great work you do.
 
As this year slips by so quickly, we have plans for some big events 
in 2018. In early February 2018, I am holding a Casino Night to 
support my chosen charity, Dame Vera Lynn’s Children’s Charity.
It will be a fun filled event and I do hope many of you are able to 
come and support this very worthy charity.
 
In June 2018, again supporting Dame Vera Lynn Children’s 
Charity, and to celebrate 25 years and 20 years of twinning 
with Bondues and Traunstein respectively, we are holding a 
Gala Dinner at Borde Hill Gardens incorporating performances 

from local acts and bands. Borde Hill are kindly donating their 
grounds for the evening, so it will be a fantastic setting. Please 
contact the Town Council if you would like to sponsor some 
aspect of this event or for more information.
 
In September 2018, at the War Memorial at Muster Green, we 
are laying a Victoria Cross Commemorative  Stone to honour 
Sgt Arthur Knight VC.  All are welcome to attend.  We will also 
be celebrating 100 years since the formation of the RAF at our 
Town Day in 2018.
 
November 2018 is 100 years since the end of the First World War. 
Once again I have been touched by the number of people who 
wish to commemorate and help make this event special. What 
a wonderful year 2018 will be and we are busy making plans!
 
Many of you may know my personal project is to help advance 
the plans for getting the Bluebell Railway into Haywards Heath. 
I think this will be great for the town’s tourism and economy.  
Whist this is a complex project, we are in discussions with the 
Bluebell management to see how we as a Town Council can 
help them.

I do hope you all have had an enjoyable summer and as this is 
the last newsletter for the year, may I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Cllr James Knight
Haywards Heath Town Mayor 

Christmas Festival
Father Christmas on his sleigh, pulled by real reindeer, will be 
arriving at The Orchards on Saturday 25th November to switch 
on the town’s Christmas Lights. Visitors will be entertained 
throughout the day in The Orchards and Minnie Mouse, along 
with Donald and Daisy Duck, will help Father Christmas switch 
on the Christmas lights at 5pm with the Town Mayor. 

The annual free firework display, provided by the Town 
Council, will take place in Victoria Park at 5.30pm. Everyone is 
welcome so come and join the fun!

Winter 2017 Newsletter

Track Trek 2017 
Walk the entire Bluebell Railway Track!

On Saturday 18th November, 
the Bluebell Railway’s fifth 
Track Trek sponsored walk 
takes place and on this 
occasion, walkers will have 
the rare opportunity to cover the entire length of the line - the 
11 miles from East Grinstead to Sheffield Park!  Monies raised 
from the walk will go towards the Railway’s Tr(ack) Action 
Appeal to fund the renewal of sections of the Railway’s track.  
They are aiming to raise £15,000 to fund the purchase and 
laying of one 60ft length of new track.

The Bluebell Railway was one of the first preserved heritage 
lines in the country and has a wonderful collection of vintage 
steam locomotives and carriages.  Please get involved and 
help the Railway while enjoying the opportunity to see the 
whole line by foot! 

Visit www.tinyurl.com/track-trek or 
www.bluebell-railway.com for more details.



Haywards Heath 
Dementia Action 
Alliance Free Event 

Members of the Alliance will be 
hosting a forum on Wednesday 
8th November from 10.30am 
to 12.30pm at the Town Hall. 

The aim of the forum is to find out what is currently available 
for those with dementia and their carers and what more 
could be done.  Whether you are a carer, living with dementia, 
a member of the Alliance or a volunteer, this event is for you.  
Please contact Fatima Mirza on 01444 455694 to book your 
place or email info@haywardsheathdaa.org.uk

Haywards Heath Remembrance 
Sunday: 12th November 2017

The Town Council will once again be organising the 
Remembrance Sunday Service for Haywards Heath at the War 
Memorial on Muster Green.  The Service will begin at 10.45am 
to observe the 2 minutes silence at 11.00am.  Conducted 
be Reverend Ray Smith, the Remembrance Service will be 
attended by local dignitaries and Councillors, members of the 
Armed Forces, the Royal British Legion, youth organisations, 
local groups and members of the public.  Music will be played 
by Haywards Heath Concert Brass.  All are welcome to attend.

Haywards Heath
Town Council Grants

The Town Council were delighted to award a grant to support 
Ensemble Reza, who perform free monthly lunchtime 
concerts open to everyone, at Haywards Heath Methodist 
Church on Perrymount Road. Audiences can enjoy first 

class music by highly talented musicians.  Hannah Carter, 
Managing Director of Ensemble Reza, thanked the Town 
Council for their continued support.  Ensemble Reza’s next 
concert is on Tuesday 14th November from 1pm to 2pm.  

The next deadline for Town Council grant applications is 18th 
December.  If you are a community or voluntary group whose 
services benefit Haywards Heath residents, apply now.

Haywards Heath Skate Park
Have Your Say!

Mid Sussex District Council are going to be replacing the skate 
park in Victoria Park with a new concrete park. They want to 
hear from anyone who uses the skate park or who would like 
to have a go. Come along to the consultation event with a 
specialist skate park designer. Details can be found on their 
website www.midsussex.gov.uk/playgroundconsultations

Haywards Heath Cemetery Turns 100!

Haywards Heath Cemetery is commemorating its centenary 
this year having opened in 1917.  The site of the cemetery 
in Western Road was originally designated by the then 
Haywards Heath Urban District Council for housing, however 
due to the duration of WW1, the need for a cemetery 
outweighed housing and the cemetery was created.  Within 
the first few years of opening many of the burials were 
patients from the Brighton Asylum (later known as St Francis 

Hospital) who rarely had family to pay for burial plots so the 
Council, as the burial authority, had to provide a grave for 
them. Several local Government reorganisations meant the 
cemetery changed hands frequently until 1st January 1993 
when Haywards Heath Town Council took over responsibility 
for the cemetery.  Since then, the Town Council has arranged 
burials and ashes interments and maintained the cemetery 
to the high standards expected by our residents. 

The cemetery is in the Bentswood Ward of the town and 
despite being surrounded by houses, provides a tranquil 
resting place.  Filled with mature trees and annual planting 
including Oaks, Beech and Sweet Chestnuts, the cemetery 
also encompasses a Nature Reserve identified by West Sussex 
County Council as a ‘Site of Nature Conservation Interest’. This 
contains rare species of plants and provides an interesting 
walk for residents and visitors to the cemetery.  The top of the 
Cemetery affords views to the distant Ashdown Forest and 
the walk around the perimeter of the Cemetery is a haven 
for wildlife. The Cemetery is the resting place of many of our 
local WW1 and WW2 heroes and local families and residents 
of the Town.
 

To mark the centenary of the cemetery, the Town Council has 
planted a Monkey Puzzle tree just inside the main gates.  In 
time, this will grow to become as magnificent as the existing 
Monkey Puzzle tree in the roundabout on the main driveway.

Memory Moments Café 
A great new resource in Haywards Heath

Know Dementia have opened a Memory Moments Café at 
the Town Hall in Haywards Heath. The cafes provide a friendly 
meeting place for people living with dementia and their 
supporters.  There are games, activities, entertainment and 
as much cake and tea/coffee as you can eat and drink, all for 

a donation of £1, which will help to keep the café going for 
many months. The café will be open from 2pm to 4pm on the 
first Saturday of each month. There is no need to book.

Know Dementia are looking for friendly volunteers who 
might like to help serve tea at the café.

For more information on the café or if you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Know Dementia on 01273 
494300. Information regarding all the activities Know 
Dementia provide can be found on their website
www.knowdementia.co.uk 

Community Warden News

Haywards Heath Town Council, with financial assistance 
from the Police Crime Commissioner and the Co-operative, 
is pleased to announce that after a successful one-year pilot 
scheme the Community Warden project has now progressed 
into year two! Since the last newsletter, the Warden, Fiona 
Curl provided by SWL Security, has continued to deal with 
a wide range of issues within and around Haywards Heath.  
With her helpful attitude and sense of duty, Fiona has not 
only grown the Warden’s presence in the Town Centre but 
she is becoming somewhat of a local celebrity! The role has 
instilled confidence within the local community, with our 
local partner organisations and helped the Police.

To continue with this ground-breaking Community Safety 
Project, the Town Council is slowly having to increase its 
financial contribution year on year to ensure that with its 
partner funding reducing, it can make this well-established 
initiative sustainable in the long term.  Fiona is now working 
closely with the local Neighbourhood Policing Team to deter 
crime in the Town and we hope to see more good news 
stories over the next twelve months.  Please say hello and 
introduce yourself to Fiona when she is out and about.



Haywards Heath 
Dementia Forum 
10.30 - 12.30pm Haywards 
Heath, Town Hall

08
NOV

Remembrance Sunday  
Muster Green 10.45am

12
NOV

Bluebell Railway
Sponsored Walk

18
NOV

Christmas Festival
Orchards Centre & Christmas 
Fireworks, Victoria Park

25/26
NOV

Memory Moments Cafe
2-4pm Haywards Heath
Town Hall

02
DEC

Haywards Heath Mobile Civic 
Amenity Collection
Franklynn Road Car Park, 
10am—12pm

18
MAR

What’s on:Your Town Councillors - how to get in touch 
Ashenground Ward
Cllr Sujan Wickremaratchi | 14 Colwell Close, HH, RH16 4HF | Tel: 07968 179083

Cllr Anne Boutrup | 50 Sunnywood Drive, HH, RH16 4PF | Tel: 07912 112484

Cllr Howard Mundin | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07802 603446

Bentswood Ward
Cllr Stephen Hillier | 38 Bentswood Crescent, HH, RH16 3QR | Tel: 07830 200722

Cllr Clare Cheney | c/o The Town Hall. 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07470 076924

Cllr Ruth de Mierre | 36 Gander Hill, HH, RH16 1QX | Tel: 07870 267344

Franklands Ward
Cllr Rod Clarke | 101 Beech Hill, HH, RH16 3TS | Tel: 01444 413529

Cllr Michael Pulfer | 6 Burma Close, HH, RH16 3JE | Tel: 07734 407467

Heath Ward
Cllr Sandy Ellis | 60a Queens Road, HH, RH16 1EE | Tel: 01444 473154

Cllr Jonathan Ash-Edwards | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 01444 413902

Cllr Clive Laband | 5 Ashurst Place, Heath Road, HH, RH16 3EJ | Tel: 07966 196302

Lucastes & Bolnore Ward
Cllr Chris Ash-Edwards | 45 Turners Mill Rd, HH, RH16 1NW | Tel: 01444 413902
Cllr Matthew Jeffers | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07917 842566
Cllr James Knight | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07769 704063

Cllr Alastair McPherson | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07966 057664

Town Councillors can also be contacted by email: firstname.lastname@haywardsheath.gov.uk

Prizmatic Print  www.prizmatic.co.uk

The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex,  RH16 1BA

Tel: 01444 455694  

Visit the Town Council’s website at www.haywardsheath.gov.uk 
Email town.clerk@haywardsheath.gov.uk

Follow us
@HHTCNews

Winter Management Plan 

The Town Council has finalised its Winter Management 
Plan for this coming winter 2017/2018.  The plan is a public 
document which is now available on our website (or as a 
hard copy on request from the Town Hall) along with the 
strategies of our principal authorities, Mid Sussex District 
Council and West Sussex County Council, and some top tips 
on how to respond to snow weather events. 

The documentation on the website also includes the area of 
response each authority is able to undertake and suggestions 
where residents may be able to help themselves and / or 
their neighbours. 

Haywards Heath Town Council will endeavour to support 
residents of the town in the event of severe weather. This 
includes:

• pre-emptive measures in the existing provision of the 92 
  salt bins in the town (you can find the nearest one to you on 
  our website) 
• holding a mass storage of salt in addition to the bins
• the clearance of some pavements and pathways, which 
  are required so residents can reach important services such 

  as doctors surgeries or to enable access to vulnerable people
• providing local business with a small supply of salt and the 
  opportunity to borrow snow shovels
• providing information and updates during winter weather 
  events.

Useful contacts 
West Sussex County Council 
01243 777100 - www.westsussex.gov.uk 
West Sussex County Council Highways 01243 642105 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 458166 - www.midsussex.gov.uk

Share your News!

Do you have a story to share?  Mid Sussex Times 
Reporter, Jenny Logan, will be at the Town 
Hall on Friday 10th November from 9.30pm to 
12:30pm and would love to meet local residents 
with stories to share.


