Winter 2020 Newsletter

Mayor’s Message
Welcome to the Winter edition of the
Haywards Heath Town Council newsletter
and after enjoying the wonderful festive
spirit in our Town, I wanted to look back
on my first six months as Mayor.
What an amazing Town we live in – I’ve
attended numerous events, openings,
community fun days and engagements
within and around our Town and have
had the privilege to talk with many
residents about their thoughts and
issues. Highlights have included the
inaugural Rathayatra Chariot Festival, unveiling (and driving!) the
Ardingly Solar Car which successfully completed its Brisbane to
Adelaide challenge , partaking in the Lions ‘It’s a Knockout’ event for
people with learning difficulties and the truly humbling experience
attending the Bentswood Community Christmas party for children
who would not normally have a Christmas, where every child was
given a present donated by residents and businesses of Haywards
Heath. What a truly wonderful community spirit we have in Haywards
Heath.
Last August I was invited, along with the Deputy Mayor and the
Twinning Association, to Traunstein as part of our 25th Twinning
Anniversary with the Bavarian Town that coincided with Traunstein’s

Spring Festival – Around the world!
Sunday 26th April – 1.30pm – 4.30pm
Haywards Heath Spring Festival is expected to be even bigger and
better for 2020. This fantastic annual community event will be taking
place on our beautiful Muster Green.
Everyone can look forward to seeing all the stalls, funfair, performances,
donkey rides and competitions as usual as well as some new
attractions! Why not come along to meet Bonnie the Easter Bunny and
have some photos taken with her. Bonnie will even entertain you with
her dance show as other dancers join in the fun.
This year we will be having a fantastic parade to highlight the theme
of the festival. We will have fun with activities that look at traditional
ways of celebrating Spring around the world. While we are celebrating
this we thought it would be a fantastic time to highlight how we can
help contribute to saving our planet with competitions and activities.
So much to come and be part of, watch out for more information soon.

Follow us
@HHTCNews

400th anniversary celebrations of the salt industry there. During our
visit we had meetings with their Senior Council and some Traunstein
Councillors and we hope to work with both groups in the future,
encouraging partnerships and sharing ideas and understanding across
our countries. We will endeavour to build deeper friendships through
our Town Council and Twinning Association with both Traunstein
and Bondues, our French Twin Town, building on the long-standing
friendships that already exist between our Towns.
It was wonderful to see so many residents attending our Town Day
last year. Becky, our Events & Community Officer, co-ordinated the
event and it was a testament to her and all those involved in this
event that it was our biggest and most successful Town Day to date! I
would particularly like to thank all the stall holders in the ‘Volunteering
Village’, which I hope raised the profile of what fantastic community
groups are out there working day in and day out for our Town.
I would also like to congratulate our team of Grounds Staff and the
Haywards Heath IN BLOOM Committee for returning from the South
and South East In Bloom Awards with two Silver Gilt trophies! This is
a thoroughly well-deserved accolade for our Grounds Staff who work
in all weathers to ensure our Town continues to be ‘blooming’ and
somewhere we can all be proud of.
I do hope you all had a lovely Christmas and I look forward to meeting
many more of you in 2020.
Cllr Alastair McPherson
Haywards Heath Town Mayor

SAVE THE DATE:
VE Day 75th Anniversary
Friday 8th May, 3pm
The Town Council, in partnership with the Dame Vera Lynn Children’s
Charity, would warmly like to invite everyone to join in the VE Day
Celebrations on Friday 8th May. Events to mark the occasion will be
held from 3pm with a Picnic on Muster Green commencing late
afternoon.
Muster Green will become a celebration area for all to bring a picnic
and enjoy an open stage and some music. We are inviting people to
come to perform on the day or just sit and enjoy the celebrations. If
you would like to perform please contact Rebecca Stevens at the
Town hall. This will be a fantastic way to celebrate with the children
providing a lovely family day out. Please contact rebecca.stevens@
haywardsheath.go.uk

Visit the Town Council’s website at www.haywardsheath.gov.uk
Email town.clerk@haywardsheath.gov.uk
The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, Haywards Heath,
West Sussex, RH16 1BA
Tel: 01444 455694

HAYWARDS HEATH
WINS TWO SILVER
GILT AWARDS
South and South East In Bloom Competition 2019

Haywards Heath BEST KEPT GARDEN
Competition Results 2019
The winners of the Town Council’s Best Kept Allotment and Garden
Competition 2019 (including Communal Garden and Business
Garden) were rewarded with a Best Kept Garden Tea Party at the Town
Hall, hosted by the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Cllr Matt Jeffers,
Chairman of the Town Council’s Environment and General Purposes
Committee.

After a short break, Haywards Heath Town Council re-entered the
South and South East In Bloom competition in 2019 after success in
previous years.
The Judges from South and South East IN BLOOM, which included
the Head of the Association, toured the Town accompanied by the
Town Mayor, Cllr Alastair McPherson, and Richard Goddard from the
Haywards Heath IN BLOOM Committee. The tour included a visit to
the America Lane Allotments, Commercial Square, the Town centre,
Muster Green and Blunts Wood, along with other sites of horticultural
interest.
Winning a Silver Gilt Award, Haywards Heath only missed out on
attaining the highest award, a Gold, by 5 points and is proud to
announce that the Cemetery in Western Road also received a Silver
Gilt award.
The Mayor comments: “What a great result for Haywards Heath
and a testament to the hard work of our community and that of the
Town Council’s diligent Grounds Staff. I would like to thank them
along with all those who supported the Town Council on the route,
including members of the Haywards Heath IN BLOOM Committee, the
Haywards Heath Horticultural Society, the Haywards Heath Allotments
Holders and Mid Sussex District Council. Thank you so much for
the tremendous amount of work you all put into keeping our Town

Joe Talbot, BBC Radio, presents Haywards Heath Town Silver Gilt award
to Dan Beard, Deputy Head Grounds Person, Haywards Heath Town
Council and Sylvia Harris of Haywards Heath Horticultural Society.

The awards recognise those residents of the Town whose continuing
hard work means their gardens, allotments and business premises
have been planted, maintained and presented to maximum benefit.
This can include gardens, allotments, lawns, balconies and communal
gardens.
The year’s winners included the overall winner of Best Kept Front
Garden, John Awcock, who worked hard in an extremely competitive
year to retain his 1st place in this category and a joint 2nd place for
The Star Public House in the Business Awards. Julia Blunnie of Bolnore
village was one of the recipients of 3 Special Awards made this year
for the upkeep of the Bolnore Community Garden and Petlands Lodge
were delighted to come joint second in the Communal Garden section
of the awards.

Over 60 people attended the celebratory Tea Party and the Mayor, Cllr
Alastair McPherson, commented “Our annual Garden Competition is
organised to acknowledge and appreciate the enormous hard work
that many local residents and businesses devote to their gardens,
allotments and floral displays which keep our Town looking beautiful
throughout the year. It is important that the residents that put in this
effort are recognised as without them our Town’s landscape would not
be the same. I hope this will also encourage others to make an effort
with their own gardens and allotments. Congratulations to everyone
who won a prize or took part in this year’s competition.

looking green and beautiful.”

BEST KEPT GARDEN 2020

We are still looking for more volunteers with a love of green spaces and
gardening who would like to get involved in Haywards Heath IN BLOOM.
If you are interested in helping us prepare for next year’s competition,
please contact Haywards Heath Town Council on 01444 455694 or
email brenda.gulliver@haywardsheath.gov.uk.

It is hoped that even more residents will enter the
competition next year to continue the success of this annual event. If
anyone has an outstanding garden or knows a neighbour who puts in
that extra effort, please send a photo (with address) through to us so
we can begin a list of places for our judges to visit this year. Please send
these to brenda.gulliver@haywardsheath.gov.uk.

Haywards Heath Response to the
Climate Change

Festive Community Litter Pick in
Victoria Park!

Haywards Heath Town Council is very conscious of the issues around
climate change and has been proactive in looking at ways the Town
Council delivers services, promotes and develops new initiatives
within the Town and how it can act as a signposting/supporting
body for residents, local businesses and voluntary organisations. We
were very proud to become one of the first Town Councils to create
an Environment Working Group in July 2018, which reports into the
Council’s Environment and General Purposes Committee which looks
at environment issues.

Another successful Haywards Heath Town Council and Community
Litter Pick was held in Victoria Park in December to spread Christmas
Cheer throughout the park and keep it looking beautiful for the festive
season. The Councillors were joined by residents, members of the
Friends of Clair Park community,family and friends on the day, many
joining in the festive spirit by donning Christmas hats!

The culmination of the Working Group’s commitment to this work, was
made by a Climate Pledge being made by Full Council in September
2019, which is supported by an Environment Matrix and a set of
Environmental Policies/Projects that will be delivered by the Council
over the next eighteen months. These can be found in full within our
Environment page on our website which is being developed.
The Town Council has worked with local green focused experts to
achieve the Environment Matrix for Haywards Heath so that it outlines
what we are actually able to deliver and achieve with our resources
to protect our environment and to outline what we are unable to
currently achieve as the scope is so vast. We also commit to review and
update this Matrix which acts as a background document directing
the Environment policy.
The policies adopted by the Council leads the direction of its work
under the headings of Planting, Weed Control Processes, Policy
Development and Neighbourhood Planning, Best Practice of Council
services, premises and land, the production of a Carbon Offset and Bio
Diversity Strategy, Communication and Signposting, Retail and Food
Waste, Transport and Air Quality.
It is important to re-emphasise that the Council cannot cover
everything or have all the information available for the bigger picture
so this is where the Matrix is crucial as it contains high level information
and direction for residents.
Climate change - What can we currently do in Haywards Heath?
The Council runs campaigns on grass verge parking, milk bottle top
recycling, plant pot recycling, a programme of litter picks and has
planted a large number of trees across the Town including 36 trees
along South Road, the Town’s main shopping area. The big ticket
project is the purchase of land which will accommodate a large tree
planting scheme. To this end, discussions have begun with a company
called Carbon Footprint, who provide trees for free, paid for by large
and small companies who contribute finance to pay for the trees
against their carbon footprint.
The Council has committed to review all of its services to ensure they
fit into the Town Council’s Neighbourhood Plan and business plan,
Destination Haywards Heath, which drives the Council’s strategic aims
for the development of the Town.
Haywards Heath Town Council remains dedicated to the issue of
climate change and will strive to deliver services and initiatives that
will benefit the community and the environment in which we live.

Cllr Sandy Ellis said” What a lovely way to celebrate the start of
Christmas. It’s so encouraging seeing families and children attending
these events and also to hear about the events they have organised
throughout the year. Litter picking is great fun and a wonderful way
to make new friends in our Town. They demonstrate the brilliant
contribution volunteers make to keeping the town clean and tidy and I
believe there is no better way of celebrating the civic pride we all share
in Haywards Heath.
If you are interested in organising an event please contact
Cllr Ellis, Haywards Heath Town Council can loan equipment to be
used in the community for similar events.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas. During the festive
season, Barratt David Wilson Southern Counties offered its support
to Operation Christmas Child, a shoebox collection campaign which
distributes gifts to unfortunate children globally. Dozens of boxes
were delivered to the Sales and Marketing Suites at the housebuilder’s
Wychwood Park development on Rocky Lane by residents and
members of the Haywards Heath community in November and were
sent on their way to be opened on Christmas Day. Thank you for
helping us put a smile on so many children’s faces. Happy New Year.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
Monday January 27th, 2pm
At the
WAR MEMORIAL
MUSTER GREEN
HAYWARDS HEATH
The Mayor and Town Councillors of Haywards Heath Town
Council, in conjunction with Amnesty International, invite
residents to join them to remember all the holocaust victims
on this special memorial day.

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
The annual Town Meeting will be held
Monday 27th April 2020
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm start
Venue: Council Chamber, Town Hall,
40 Boltro Road, Haywards Heath, RH16 1BA
All welcome to attend.

Your Town Councillors - how to get in touch
Ashenground Ward

What’s on:
29th
March

Cllr Richard Bates (LIB) : West Corner, Lowfield Rd, HH, RH16 4DW : Tel: 01444 452092
Cllr Stephanie Ingelsfield (LIB) : 41 Cedar Avenue, HH, RH16 4UQ : Tel: 07780 456316
Cllr Sujan Wickremaratchi (CON) : 14 Colwell Close, HH, RH16 4HF : Tel: 07968 179083

Mobile Civic Amenity
Collection
Franklynn Road Car Park
Time: 10am - 12pm

Bentswood Ward
Cllr Clare Cheney (CON) : 26 Greenways, HH, RH16 2DT : Tel: 07582 304345
Cllr Rachel Cromie (CON) : 11 Quakers Lane, HH, RH16 3QD : Tel: 07948 279782
Cllr Jack Langley (GREEN) : c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA : Tel: 07401 838754

4th
April

Haywards Heath Horticultural
Society ‘Spring Show’
St Wilfrid’s Centenary Hall
Time: 2pm - 4:30pm

26th
April

SPRING Festival
Muster Green, Haywards Heath
Time: 1.30pm - 4.30pm

27th
April

Annual Town Meeting
Town Hall, Boltro Road,
Haywards Heath
Time: 7:30pm

8th
May

VE Day – 75th Anniversary
Muster Green, Haywards Heath
Time: tbc

Franklands Ward
Cllr Christopher Evans (CON) : c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA : Tel: 01444 455694
Cllr Howard Mundin (CON): 34 Wellswood, Haywards Heath, RH16 4FQ Tel: 07802 603446
Cllr Mike Pulfer (CON) : 6 Burma Close, HH, RH16 3JE : Tel: 07734 407467

Heath Ward
Cllr Sandy Ellis (CON) : 60a Queens Rd, HH. RH161EE : Tel: 07827 813366
Cllr Clive Laband (CON) : 5 Ashurst Place, Heath Rd, HH, RH16 3EJ : Tel: 07966 196302
Cllr Richard Nicholson (GREEN) : 24 Barnmead, HH, RH16 1UZ : Tel: 07971 051645

Lucastes & Bolnore Ward
Cllr Chris Ash-Edwards (CON) : 45 Turners Mill Rd, HH, RH16 1NW : Tel: 01444 413902
Cllr Matt Jeffers (CON) : c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA : Tel: 01444 455694
Cllr James Knight (CON) : c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA : Tel: 07769 704063
Cllr Alastair McPherson (CON) : c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA : Tel: 07966 057664
Town Councillors can also be contacted by email: firstname.lastname@haywardsheath.gov.uk
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Visit the Town Council’s website at www.haywardsheath.gov.uk
Email town.clerk@haywardsheath.gov.uk
The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, Haywards Heath,
West Sussex, RH16 1BA
Tel: 01444 455694
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