
Mayor’s Message

Dear Residents of Haywards Heath, 
I have had the privilege to be able 
to attend two solemn and moving 
ceremonies this Summer.  The first 
being to commemorate 100 years 
since our Town’s Victoria Cross 
recipient, Sgt Arthur Knight, received 
his gallantry medal.  A stone was laid 
in his honour at the War Memorial in 
recognition. This was a very special 
occasion and was made all the more 
memorable by the attendance of 
our Canadian representatives from 
the High Commission and Calgary 
Highlanders.  The Town Council was 

also presented with some wonderful gifts depicting Sgt Knight’s 
bravery, which we will proudly hang in the Town Hall so residents 
can come and find out more about one of our bravest sons.

The second was the inauguration of the ‘River of Poppies’ on 
Muster Green. This reflective project was initiated by Sylvia 

Harris of Haywards Heath Horticultural Society and involved so 
many of our community making 10,000 hand-made poppies in 
recognition of our fallen and the centenary of the end of World 
War I. I invite everyone to come and see the amazing display.  
Sylvia was nominated by the Town Council for her service to 
the community and received a Mid Sussex District Council 
Chairman’s award for community service.

Town Day this year was a fantastic event for the Town with a 
variety of new shows, food stalls and entertainment. I am sure 
you will agree that the pinnacle of the day was the fantastic 
jump by the RAF Wings Parachute Display Team into Victoria 
Park celebrating 100 years since the formation of the RAF.

As you enter Haywards Heath you will see new signage 
welcoming visitors to our Town, with our Twin Towns 
incorporated, to whom we have very strong links. With Winter 
now approaching, I would like to ask everyone to take care and 
look out for each other as the cold weather season returns and 
wish you a all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Cllr James Knight
Haywards Heath Town Mayor 
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Christmas Festival

Father Christmas and his Elves return once again to The Orchards, 
along with Micky & Minnie Mouse and Donald & Daisy Duck plus 
magical Merlin.  Visitors can meet them all, watch the parade and 
enjoy all the free entertainment throughout the day including 
Dance with Emily, the Ariel Drama Company, Ensemble Reza, 
local bands and choirs from schools plus lots more... The festival 
is on Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th November.

The annual free countdown and firework display, provided by 
the Town Council, will take place in Victoria Park on Saturday 
24th November at 5.30pm. Bring the whole family and join in 
the fun.



New Chair for Haywards Heath 
Dementia Action Alliance

Haywards Heath Dementia Action Alliance has a new chair, 
Jacqui Smith.  Jacqui and her husband David, run HomeSmiths, 
an interior design practice based in Lindfield. “I am delighted 
to be taking on this new role,” said Jacqui, “working with the 
wonderful Alliance team to make Haywards Heath a dementia 
friendly town means a great deal to me.” Jacqui believes that 
environments should wherever possible enable and support 
people living with sensory and cognitive decline and is keen 
to bring her professional expertise to her role as chair of the 
Alliance.  

HomeSmiths have been 
nominated this year for 
Best Interior Design in the 
Dementia Care Awards and 
also the Society of British 
& International Design, 
Healthcare and Wellness 
award.   Jacqui is keen to utilise 
her knowledge to benefit the 
local community in becoming 
more dementia friendly.

If you are interested in getting involved, either to join the Alliance or 
become a Dementia Friend, please contact Jacqui at 
info@haywardsheathdaa.org.uk.

Haywards Heath
Remembrance Sunday
11th November 2018

The Town Council will once again be organising the 
Remembrance Sunday Service for Haywards Heath at the War 
Memorial on Muster Green.  This will be an especially poignant 
Service as it falls on the centenary of the end of WW1.  The 
Service will begin at 10.45am to observe the 2 minutes silence 
at 11.00am. Conducted by Revd Ray Smith, the Remembrance 
Service will be attended by local dignitaries and Councillors, 
members of the Armed Forces, the Royal British Legion, 
youth organisations, local groups and members of the public.  
Everyone is so welcome to attend to mark this special day in our 
history.

Twinning Anniversary – Bondues 
The spirit of Friendship

The lovely town of Bondues in France held a weekend of 
festivities to celebrate their 20th anniversary of twinning with 
Haywards Heath.  This included the signing of a new Declaration 
of Twinning twenty years on from the signing of the original 
in 1998.  The Mayor, Cllr Knight, proudly gave a speech in 

French at the reception 
in the Town Hall, 
thanking the wonderful 
people of Bondues for 
their friendship and 
hospitality.  The twinning 
relationship between the 
two towns has resulted 
in many cultural 
e x c h a n g e 
visits, school 
visits and joint 
participation in 
sporting events 
like the Haywards 
Heath Bike Ride 
and this has 
established many 
long-standing 
friendships. The celebrations also included the inauguration 
of Square d’Haywards Heath, which now stands proudly in 
Bondues to further cement our friendship.

Highways Arrangements - Changes

Over the last five years Haywards Heath Town Council 
successfully undertook minor highways services for West 
Sussex County Council in the Town and in the surrounding 
parishes, under a cluster arrangement. These services, provided 
through a Community Interest Company, included weed 
spraying, highway sign cleaning, vegetation removal for road 
sight lines, twitten and alleyway clearance, gully inspection 
and surface clearance of gullies, graffiti removal, fly tipping 
removal, management of highway defects (flood warnings, 
damage to highways, street furniture and chevrons, loose 
slabs etc) and winter maintenance. Please note the Town 
Council never undertook grass verge cutting.  A one stop shop 
was also available to report these matters to officers with the 
Town Council having a direct link with County Council officers. 
Regrettably and disappointingly, the Town Council’s contract 
and all others provided by fellow Town/Parish Councils, were 
withdrawn on the 30th June 2018.  This was as a result of 
funding, parity with other Town/Parish Councils who wished 
not to undertake such services, and the re-negotiation of the 
County wide overarching contract.  

What this means for you? All services, apart from graffiti 
removal and winter maintenance, will not be the responsibility 
of the Town Council. Any issues that may arise relating to all 
other highways services need to be reported directly to County 
Council by phone on 01243 642105 or preferably online at Love 
West Sussex https://love.westsussex.gov.uk/

The Town Council can assure residents that it is empowering its 
officers to work with County Council officers to find new and 
innovative ways to start re-providing services, but this is going 
to be a long and complicated process. The Town Council will 
report back when possible.



A Nation’s Tribute to the end of WW1

Haywards Heath Community CIC are asking the people of 
Haywards Heath to come together to take part in the nation’s 
tribute to mark the 100th year anniversary of the end of WW1.
Everyone is welcome to attend and bring a lantern to this 
meaningful tribute which will begin with people gathering at 
Muster Green by 5.45 on Sunday 11th November.  Join in this 
poignant tribute but please remember to bring LED lights only, 
no naked flames are permitted. 

South Road Greening Project

If you go down to South Road from 1st October, Haywards 
Heath Town Council, with support from Mid Sussex District 
Council and permission from West Sussex County Council, will 
be embarking on an exciting new project to ‘green’ South Road. 

Thirty-six trees: Birch, Cherry and Dwarf Maple, are to be placed 
in planters along both sides of the road. The project has been 
funded by Haywards Heath Town Council and Mid Sussex 
District Council and aims to give a real uplift to the South Road 
retail quarter.  The Town Council will be maintaining the trees 
and we hope, weather permitting, to have the planting finished 
by the 19th October. Once the work has been finished and the 
trees have settled in to their new surroundings we hope that 
next Spring, South Road will feel more inviting for residents, 
making Haywards Heath an even better place to live and work!

Cllr Alastair McPherson, Deputy Mayor, Haywards Heath

Wonderful ‘Blooming’ 
Haywards Heath!
Best Kept Garden Competition

The Best Kept Garden Awards Tea Party was held in September 
at the Town Hall, with the winners being announced as follows:

• Overall Winner of Best Kept Front Garden: Mr J Awcock and 
   Ms S Westmoreland
• Overall Winner of Best Kept Allotment: Mr and Mrs N Monk
   
Café Rouge once again won the category of Best Business Award 
and Winnals Park won the award for the Best Kept Communal 
Garden.

Judges look at condition of the garden/plot, encouragement of 
wildlife, benefit to the community and the overall design and 
appearance.  A new Allotment category was introduced this year 
with the Kabaivanova family winning the New Family Allotment 
award after being singled out by a committee member who 
witnessed the children getting involved and adding to the 
character and delightfulness of the family plot.

Cllr Sandy Ellis, Chairman of Haywards Heath IN BLOOM 
Committee says ” The standard of entries in our Best Kept 
Garden Competition are high and it is a delight to see residents 
and businesses taking such pride in their gardens, allotments 
and business facades.  It has been an absolute pleasure to tour 
around the sites nominated and see the hard work that has gone 
into them. This plays an important role in making Haywards 
Heath a beautiful place to live and work in.

River of Poppies Update

After a truly wonderful 
commitment from many 
enthusiastic volunteers, 
the 10,000th handmade 
Poppy was planted in a 
poignant ‘River of Poppies’ 
service at Muster Green.  
Many residents, local 
schools, Scouts, Girl Guides, Knit and Nater and Crochet Groups, 
Care and Retirement Homes and the RBL Women’s Section from 
Burgess Hill took part to make this possible.   Thanks to the 
wonderful Sylvia Harris who was the originator and driving force 
behind this community project to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the end of WW1.  Thanks must also go to the wonderful cheerful 
volunteers and to The Orchards, Sussex Craft Shop, Age UK, St 
Peter & St James Beacon View, and the care homes who allowed 
Sylvia to run free poppy making workshops to keep the project 
on target.

The River of Poppies now proudly stands on Muster Green so 
please take time to visit this and reflect on the sacrifice of those 
brave soldiers who gave their lives in this war.

Haywards Heath Community CIC and local 
organisations will be joining the nation to 

commemorate the end of World War 1 on 
the evening of 11th November 2018.

A NATION’S TRIBUTE

11TH NOVEMBER 2018
100 YEARS OF REMEMBRANCE

BATTLE’S
O V E R
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Winter Management Plan

The Town Council has finalised its Winter Management Plan for 
this coming winter 2018/2019.  The plan is a public document 
which is now available on our website (or as a hard copy on 
request from the Town Hall) along with the strategies of our 
principal authorities Mid Sussex District Council and West 
Sussex County Council and some top tips on how to respond to 
snow weather events. 

The documentation on the website also includes the area of 
response each authority is able to undertake and suggestions 
where residents may be able to help themselves and / or their 
neighbours. 

Haywards Heath Town Council will endeavour to support 
residents of the town in the event of severe weather. This 
includes:

• pre-emptive measures in the existing provision of the 92 salt 
  bins in the town (you can find the nearest one to you on our 
  website) 
• holding a mass storage of salt in addition to the bins
• the clearance of some pavements and pathways, which 

 

 are required so residents can reach important services such as 
  doctors surgeries or to enable access to vulnerable people
• providing local business with a small supply of salt and the 
  opportunity to borrow snow shovels
• providing information and updates during winter weather 
  events.

Useful contacts 

West Sussex County Council
tel: 01243 777100
www.westsussex.gov.uk 

West Sussex County Council Highways
tel: 01243 642105 

Mid Sussex District Council
tel: 01444 458166
www.midsussex.gov.uk

Bluebell Railway Giants of Steam
www.bluebell-railway.com

12-14
OCT

Halloween ‘Hocus Pocus’
Time: 11am - 3pm
Borde Hill Garden

20-31
OCT

Bluebell Railway Halloween 
Scream Train
Booking recommended!

24-28
OCT

Bluebell Railway  
‘Steamworks’ Exhibition 
Sheffield Park Station

20-21
OCT

Haywards Heath Mobile Civic 
Amenity Collection
Time: 10am - 12pm
Franklynn Road Car Park

4
NOV

Remembrance Sunday
Time: 10.45am
Muster Green

11
NOV

Christmas Festival
Time: 11.30am-5pm
Orchards Centre & Christmas 
Fireworks, Victoria Park 5.30pm

24-25
NOV

What’s on:

Your Town Councillors - how to get in touch 
Ashenground Ward
Cllr Sujan Wickremaratchi | 14 Colwell Close, HH, RH16 4HF | Tel: 07968 179083

Cllr Anne Boutrup | 50 Sunnywood Drive, HH, RH16 4PF | Tel: 07912 112484

Cllr Howard Mundin | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07802 603446

Bentswood Ward
Cllr Stephen Hillier | 38 Bentswood Crescent, HH, RH16 3QR | Tel: 07830 200722

Cllr Clare Cheney | c/o The Town Hall. 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07470 076924

Cllr Ruth de Mierre | 36 Gander Hill, HH, RH16 1QX | Tel: 07870 267344

Franklands Ward
Cllr Rod Clarke | 101 Beech Hill, HH, RH16 3TS | Tel: 01444 413529

Cllr Michael Pulfer | 6 Burma Close, HH, RH16 3JE | Tel: 07734 407467

Cllr Emma Clayton | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 01444 455694

Heath Ward
Cllr Sandy Ellis | 60a Queens Road, HH, RH16 1EE | Tel: 07827813366

Cllr Jonathan Ash-Edwards | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 01444 413902

Cllr Clive Laband | 5 Ashurst Place, Heath Road, HH, RH16 3EJ | Tel: 07966 196302

Lucastes & Bolnore Ward
Cllr Chris Ash-Edwards | 45 Turners Mill Rd, HH, RH16 1NW | Tel: 01444 413902
Cllr Matthew Jeffers | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07917 842566
Cllr James Knight | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07769 704063

Cllr Alastair McPherson | c/o The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, HH, RH16 1BA | Tel: 07966 057664

Town Councillors can also be contacted by email: firstname.lastname@haywardsheath.gov.uk

Prizmatic Print  www.prizmatic.co.uk

The Town Hall, 40 Boltro Rd, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex,  RH16 1BA

Tel: 01444 455694  

Visit the Town Council’s website at www.haywardsheath.gov.uk 
Email town.clerk@haywardsheath.gov.uk

Follow us
@HHTCNews


