
 

 

HAYWARDS HEATH TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the ENVIRONMENT AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
held on Tuesday 1st September 2020, which was held virtually by Zoom under the provisions of 

the Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020. 
 

M Jeffers (Chairman) 
S Ellis (Vice Chairman) 
C Cheney 
R Cromie 
S Inglesfield  
J Langley * 
A McPherson 
S. Wickremaratchi  
 
* Absent ** Apologies 
Also present: R Bates 

 
10. Apologies 
 None 
 
11. Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Environment and General Purposes Committee held 
on, Monday 22nd June 2020 were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and duly 
signed by the Chairman.  
 

12. Substitutes 
 None 
  
13. Members' Declarations of Interest 

None. 
 
14. Winter Management Plan 
 The Town Clerk updated on the plan in the event of adverse winter weather, which 

mirrored that presented for the last few years when the Town had not seen any 
significant snow fall, but had worked well when called upon previously.  It was noted 
the document had been finely adapted and the salt bin audit updated.  The Town Clerk 
was thanked for the salt bin audits and Members were encouraged check the bins in 
their Wards as it was always an issue to keep them filled as winter months progressed. 
The Town Clerk was asked what would happen in a very harsh winter.  It was noted 
that only one fill of salt bins would be made by West Sussex County Council (WSCC) 
and then the Town Council would need to administer its mass storage of salt. However, 
in the past the Town Council and Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) had hired a lorry 
to bring more salt into the Town. The solitary filling of bins was down to WSCC budgets 
and resources, but it needed to be remembered that Mid Sussex holds a third of the 
County’s salt supplies.  There was also a need around education and communication 
to residents on how to use salt properly, via social media and the Groundstaff 
monitoring the bins in the Town.   As a result, it was agreed to continue with education 
and have public relation messages ready to go on the notification of snow fall, which 
would be actioned on Met Office advice and that of the WSCC and MSDC emergency 
planning teams along with advice in the Town Council Winter Newsletter. In addition, 
residents should be encouraged to buy their own salt bins so they can look after them 
themselves. 

 



 

 

It was asked, for confirmation, that Town Council salt bins are used for minor roads 
and side roads.  This was confirmed by the Town Clerk who explained that WSCC will 
grit the main routes to the station, Princess Royal Hospital and town centre then the 
Town Council will clear around the town centre with MSDC/Serco and then link in with 
the WSCC plan.  It was also asked that a vulnerable list could be checked against a 
Covid-19 list, but it was noted that the list of vulnerable was not extensive. In closing, 
it was noted that all requests prior to a major snow fall were accommodated and it was 
hoped that this would continue with the well managed plan, which the Town Council 
staff were thanked for. 

 
Members RESOLVED to adopt WInter Weather Management Plan for 
Haywards Heath. 

 
15. Western Road Management Policy  
 Members welcomed the policy that would support the management of Western Road 

Cemetery and support the staff in administering the burial service and the Town 
Council’s entry into the South and South East in Bloom competition.   It was when 
question what the documents purpose was that it was?  It was stated by the Town 
Clerk it was for information in the first instance when looking to buried loved ones and 
then a set of rules to manage what can/cannot be done in the cemetery.  It was noted 
that what is acceptable to one may not be to another and questioning of such had risen 
over the last year especially around the children’s section of the cemetery.  It was noted 
that a sensitive letter had been sent to children’s grave holders by the Assistant to the 
Clerk which was well received and that she had been instrumental, for which she was 
thanked in the development of the policy.  With no further comments  

 

Members RESOLVED to adopt the Haywards Heath Cemetery Policy. 
 

16. Bridge Road Business Park Entrance Upgrade  
It was noted that this area of the Town had been deemed to be a ‘Grot Spot’ as per the 
policy of the identification of such areas in the Town via the Town Council’s 
Environment Policies.  This area was the gateway to one of the Town’s main business 
parks and it was hoped that this request would lead to more such initiatives across the 
Town.  Members were fully supportive of the upgrade. It was noted that there had been 
discussion with West Sussex County Council regarding this area in the past, but they 
would only tidy it up and not look to aesthetically improve it.  It was asked where the 
budget of £250 had come from.  The Town Clerk stated it was an amount to cover any 
unforeseen costs and it was hoped that it would be the case of strimming and planting 
of re-used bulbs.  Furthermore, it was noted that as little money as possible would be 
needed, so it was contingency as it would not be prudent to come back to ask the 
committee for monies where the environment budget was available to cover any costs. 

 
Members RESOLVED to make improvements to the land at the entrance 
to Bridge Road Business Park’ and delegate authority to the Town Clerk 
to; 

1. Obtain a licence to plant from West Sussex County Council. 

2. Agree to expenditure of up to £250 from the Council’s 

Environment Budget. 

17 Environment Working Group Update  
The Town Clerk, in the absence of a working group meeting since the last meeting of 
the Committee, updated matters that were being progressed by officers as a result of 
the Environment Polices being driven forward by the working group.  These included; 



 

 

• Climate Local registration was completed with the Local Government 
Association.  There is a webpage where the Town Council is registered and 
where a directory of resources is available. 

• The obtaining of quotes for the procurement of solar panels on the Town Hall 
roof had started and there was the opportunity for section 106 funding. 

• Pollution monitors had been purchased and were out around the Town with 
Groundstaff.  The next stage with Cllr Nicholson is to work with Exeter 
University to use the data gathered. 

It was also noted that information had been received from the Council’s approved 
partner for a Carbon Offset initiative, which the Town Clerk would discuss with Cllr 
Cheney and Cllr Nicholson to review what has been presented.  It was also noted 
that the delivery of a Carbon Offset Plan and the Carbon Offset calculator included 
in this information will be rolled out to the business community via the Haywards 
Heath Business Association. 

 
Members NOTED the Update  
 

18. Items Agreed as Urgent by the Chairman 
Cllr McPherson flagged up Silver Sunday and felt that the Town Council should mark the 
occasion on October 4th 2020.  This was on the basis that because of the Covid-19 
outbreak the normal offer from the District Council and Town Council could not be offered.   
It was agreed that this matter be taken off line and that any major offering be looked at by 
Full Council if required.  It was noted via the Town Clerk that the Events and Community 
Officer and MSDC officers were liaising. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm 
 


