
HAYWARDS HEATH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Environment and General Purposes Committee held on 21st February 

2022. 

Matt Jeffers (Chairman) 

Sandy Ellis (Vice Chairman) 

Clare Cheney 

Rachel Cromie ** 

Stephanie Inglesfield ** 

Jack Langley ** 

Alastair McPherson 

Howard Mundin 
  
Apologies** Absent*  
Also present: Town Clerk and Mr Crump (part of meeting). 

 
30. Apologies  

None. 
 

31.  Minutes  
The minutes of the Environment & General Purposes Committee dated 20th December 
2021 were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
32.  Substitutes 
 None. 
 
33.  Declarations of Interest  

Cllr McPherson declared a personal interest under item 9 as a director of Creative Mid 
Sussex CIC and agreed only to give factual information on the item. 

 
34. Events and Community Officer Report (ECO) 
 The ECO joined the meeting virtually and presented her report as tabled.  Members 

reviewed the report and thanked the ECO for her hard work and noted the following; 

• That plans for the Spring Festival and Queen’s Jubilee Events were 
progressing well.  The Mid Sussex Marathon was also progressing well.  

• With regards to the Queen’s Jubilee, an application for funding had been 
submitted to Mid Sussex District Council in partnership with Haywards 
Heath Dementia Alliance. 

• With regards to Haywards Heath Dementia Alliance the current chairman 
had stood down so a new one was being sought. 

The Town Clerk stated that it would be in order to send any further questions with all 
Members copied to the ECO for a response, which then would also be reported back 
to the Committee at the next meeting as an appendix.  

 
Members NOTED the update. 

 
35. America Lane Allotments Stream Work 
 Mr Crump was asked to make representation on the matter.  On the matter Mr Crump 

raised concerns on how long the matter had taken to progress and felt that there was 
failure in partnership working between the Town Council, Mid Sussex District Council 
(MSDC) and West Sussex County Council (WSCC) and that that there was confusion 
amongst plot holders who were potential to be affected by the works.  The Town Clerk 
responded by acknowledging that it had taken a considerable amount of time to get 



the information from WSCC, which was disappointing, but this was down to the 
designated officers workload and it needed to be recognised the options of works had 
been undertaken and prepared free of cost.  Furthermore, the Town Clerk was 
concerned that there was confusion over the works and why they were being 
undertaken, as concern regarding the condition of the bank came from allotment 
holders.  To this end, the Town Clerk committed to consult with those plot holders in 
the coming months.  Members in noting the advice given by MSDC and WSCC officers 
in relation to the current position of the bank were comfortable holding the work over 
until 2023 and also would look to introduce a budget to help those affected by the 
potential movement away from the bank in the next Council financial year.  With this;  

 
Members RESOLVED to, (with regards to the bank alongside The Hollow 
at America Lane Allotments); 

(a) note that the bank is not in a critical state and it is not envisaged 

that it will collapse into the stream in the immediate future. 

(b) resolve that works that would stabilise the bank for the future be 

held over until winter 2023. 

(c) resolve that allotment holders be informed that they need to move 

three metres away from the bank by the winter of 2023 to allow the 

works to be undertaken. 

(d) resolve that the Town Council offers assistance to the affected plot 

holders where possible, and if necessary.  

 
36. Western Road Cemetery Management Plan 

The Management Plan, which had been developed by the Assistant to the Clerk was 

presented.  Members welcomed what was a comprehensive document that drew to 

together the working arrangements that were in place and formalised them into a 

manageable document that can be tested on its delivery.  Members asked whether 

work to review the trees sanctioned by the Committee via Allen Scott Consultant had 

been undertaken and if the review would inform the management plan.  It was 

confirmed that the report had been completed and a tree surgeon was being engaged 

with to see what works needed to be undertaken moving forward.   Members also felt 

that on review in the future there could be the incorporation of more tree planting in 

line with Council policy and to replace any tree that may have to be removed on the 

tree survey advice. It was also felt that the plan would also help inform the South East 

in Bloom entry alongside a planned information board for the site.  The Assistant to the 

Town Clerk was thanked for her hard work in producing the document and then. 

   

Members RESOLVED to adopt the Western Road Cemetery Management 

Plan. 

37. Muster Green Management Plan 

 Members noted the update to the Management Plan and without comment.   

Members RESOLVED to adopt the Muster Green Management Plan. 

38.  Use of Town for Art Exhibitions 

It was noted that the Town Council had been approached to allow a pilot project for 

the development of an Art Gallery that would be located in the upstairs rooms at the 

Town Hall.  Members welcomed the idea and felt that there was a gap in provision 

within the Town tolet local artists display their talents.  In addition, it was felt that such 

an offer would make the Town Hall more of interest to the community generally as 

people who would not necessarily attend the Town Hall, but may do to see the Art.  



Alongside this, it was hoped by Creative Mid Sussex that local schools would be 

engaged and visit the exhibition.  It was agreed, in line with the Town Clerk’s position 

on the matter, that Creative Mid Sussex would be responsible for the art work, its 

installation and manning the building during non-operational hours (as the gallery 

would mainly be open outside of operating/hired hours).  There was also a commitment 

to raffle a print for the Mayor’s charity along with a small percentage of the sales going 

to the charity also.  All of the aforementioned would be arranged with the Town Clerk 

on an operational basis leading on from the initial discussions held with Creative Mid 

Sussex to inform the report.  With this; 

Members RESOLVED to allow the use of Haywards Heath Town Hall for 

the 1st Floor Art Exhibition programme. 

39. Haywards Heath in Bloom Update 

Members noted the work that the Haywards Heath in Bloom Committee had been 

undertaking in preparation of this year’s entries into South and South East in Bloom 

and Green Flag.  Muster Green was being entered into both the aforementioned 

competitions and the Town generally and the Cemetery were also being entered in 

South and South East in Bloom.  The work being undertaken included the judging tour 

route and the portfolio of information, which was being prepared by the Administration 

Assistant.  Mr Richard Goddard was thanked for again offering his services, to drive 

the car, on the judging day.  Further to this, liaison with partners and the community 

was ongoing to make sure the Town could be showed off on the judging tour day in 

July.  Community litter picks, including a Clean for the Queen, were also being planned.   

With no formal decision being required or indeed allowed. 

 

Members NOTED the update. 

 

40. Urgent Items 

 None  

Meeting closed at 9pm 

 

 

 


