
HAYWARDS HEATH TOWN COUNCIL 

ANNUAL MEETING OF HAYWARDS HEATH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th July 2022 

 

Councillors: Christopher Ash-Edwards ** (Attended Remotely) 
Richard Bates  
Clare Cheney 
Rachel Cromie 
Sandy Ellis 
Christopher Evans (19.35) 
Howard Mundin 
Stephanie Inglesfield ** 
Matthew Jeffers ** 
James Knight 
Clive Laband 
Jack Langley 
Alastair McPherson 
Richard Nicholson 
Mike Pulfer 
Sujan Wickremaratchi 
  
Apologies** Absent*   

    Also present: None 
 

Before the meeting formally commenced Mrs Helen Hewett (Assistant to the Town Clerk) was 

recognised for her service of 25 years to the Town Council.  Mrs Hewett was presented with 

gifts from Councillors and Colleagues and recognised by the Town Council as the corporate 

body.  Members shared kinds word for Mrs Hewett who had served the Town and its residents 

impeccably and who always went over and beyond to help others. 

Then Mrs Anna Sharkey made a presentation on the work of the Bentswood Hub.  Please 

appendix 1 of these minutes for her presentation. 

23. Council Prayer 
Members stood for the Town Council prayer, which was read by Town Mayor, Cllr 

Howard Mundin.   

24. Apologies 
Cllr C. Ash-Edwards – Personal Reasons. 

Cllr M. Jeffers – Holiday. 

Cllr S. Inglesfield – Holiday. 

25. Minutes 
The Minutes of the Annual meeting of the Town Council held on 9th May 2022, without 

comment, were taken as read, confirmed as true record and were duly signed by the 

Town Mayor. 

26. Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Wickremaratchi declared a personal interest in item 9 as a West Sussex County 

Councillor. 

 

27. Public Forum 
None. 



 

28. To Dispose of any Business Outstanding from the Last Meeting. 
It was noted that under minute 19 the Town Council had renewed it Membership with 
NALC/SALC and under minute 20 Mr Flynn had been paid accordingly.   
 

29. Mayor’s Engagements and Announcements. 
The Town Mayor, presented his list of engagements making special note of the events 
he had attended as per the list of engagements presented in the agenda.  He then 
went on to make four further announcements. 
1) South and South East in Bloom, it was noted alongside input from Cllr Ellis that the 

judging day has been a great success and the In Bloom Committee looked forward 
to the awards ceremony. 

2) Green Flag for Muster Green, the Town May was pleased to announce the status 
had been retained for 2022-2023.  

3) Civility and Respect Pledge. The introduction of the Pledge was welcomed by all 
Councillors and they looked forward to the Council making the pledge and adhering 
to the requirements of making such. Again, there could be no formal agreement 
but such would be sought at a future meeting. 

4) ASB week and Skate Jam at Victoria Park 21/07/22, the Town Clerk informed 
Members that he had been approached by Mid Sussex District Council to provide 
50 snack bags for the Skate Jam.  This request was within his delegated authority 
to undertake, but as the Town Council was meeting (request made outside of 
agenda dispatch) the matter was for noting.  Any strong opinion against would be 
considered though.   To this end the bags would be paid for from the hospitality 
budget and it was noted that they would cost no more that £40 total.  Members 
were happy to support the Town Clerk in providing the bags. 

 
30. To receive and consider adoption of the Notes or Resolutions of the following 

Committees: 
(i) Planning Committee - MINS. 1 - 33 

The reception and adoption of the resolutions of the Planning Committees, 

dated 10th May 2022 1 – 8, 30th May 2022 9 – 17, 20th June 2022 18 – 25 and 

11th July 2022 26 – 33 were moved, seconded and agreed by Council. 

(ii) Environment and General Purposes Committee MINS 1 – 11  
The reception and adoption of the resolutions of the Environment and General 
Purposes Committee, dated 13th June 2022 10 – 19 were moved, seconded 
and agreed by Council. 
 

(iii) Policy & Finance Committee - MINS. 1 - 13 
The reception and adoption of the resolutions of the Policy and Finance 
Committees dated 27th June 2022 Mins 1 – 13 were moved, seconded and 
agreed by Council. 
 

31. West Sussex Council Consultation – Proposed Highways Improvements to the 
Town Centre. 
Members welcomed the representation as presented by the Planning Committee dated 

11th July 2022.  A subtle change to the representation was made under bullet point 6 

on the seventh paragraph, which was moved and seconded, to read, 

• This is whilst being mindful of potential restrictions imposed by pre-existing 

infrastructure below the surface of the highway.  The Town Council would urge for 

the planting of as many trees as possible - ground planted at a spacing no more 

than those currently situated/placed on South Road - into the proposed widened 

footways along the entire length of South Road.  Once matured over a 20-year 



period these trees will deliver significant seasonal shade along the length of South 

Road in addition to aesthetic benefits for the town centre and some CO2 offset. 

Climate projections indicate a 7/8-degree centigrade increase in summer 

temperatures in this timeframe; 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/summari

es/climate-change-projections-over-land; however, research indicates that such 

trees shade can reduce urban temperatures by up to 12 degrees; 

https://phys.org/news/2021-11-trees-surface-area-temperatures-cities.html). 

There was also the feeling from one member of the Council that the representation 

could have been more sequent, but the rest of the Council were happy with what had 

been presented so with this. 

Members RESOLVED to authorise the Town Clerk to submit the 

representation with the agreed.  

 

 

Meeting Closed at 8.37pm 
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