
HAYWARDS HEATH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 26th September 2022 
 
 J Knight (Chairman) ** 
 C Ash-Edwards (Vice Chairman) 
 R Bates 
 Mrs R Cromie * 
 C Evans 
 C Laband 
 R Nicholson ** 
 M J Pulfer  
 
 * Absent ** Apologies 

 
 Also present: Town Clerk,  
 
Before the meeting commenced, in the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chair Cllr Ash 
Edwards took the Chair and Cllr Laband was nominated and seconded to take the Vice Chair. 
 
15. Apologies 
 R Nicholson – work commitments  
 J Knight – conflicting meeting 
 
16. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 27th June 2022 were taken as read, 
confirmed as a true record and duly signed by the Chairman.  
 

17. Substitutes 
None. 

 
18. Members' Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 
 

19. Lists of Payments and Receipts, and Income and Expenditure Report for the 
Period 1st April 2022 – 30th June 2022 
The Town Clerk presented the Period 1st April 2022 – 30th June 2022 

• It was asked why the sponsorship income for events was zero due to the 
Spring Festival being held.  The Town Clerk said he could not answer that 
question and would liaise with the Responsible Finance Officer. 

• The matter regarding the Ashenground Ward and a 5mph sign was 
confirmed to have been dealt with outside of the meeting.  

With no further questions being raised; 
 

Members RESOLVED to recommend to Full Council to approve the lists of 
payments and receipts, and the income and expenditure report for the 
period 1st April 2022 – 30th June 2022. 
 



20. Bank Balances and Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 30th June 2022 
Members noted the Bank Balances and Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 30th June 
2022 and made no comment.  However, it was asked if documents could be 
incorporated into the agenda in a different manner as the numbers were very hard to 
read, with this 
 

Members RESOLVED to recommend to Full Council to approve the bank 
balances and the reconciliation statement as at 30th June 2022. 

 
21. Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) – Wealden Way to Oakwood Road  

Councillors reviewed the request to make the DMMO with the Chairman leading the 
debate and presenting the background to the matter in line with the report.   It was 
noted that the footpath had been sold in the summer at auction, but the purchaser had 
not completed the purchase on the grounds that it was brought without the realisation, 
which was stated in the selling documentation, that it could not be developed.  It was 
doubted that any new owner on these grounds would go to the expense and/or hassle 
of closing the footpath, but residents in the area had raised concerns about the 
possibility, so the Council had a duty to consider the request.  At this juncture it is was 
also suggested by the Chairman that Members consider that the resolution be 
amended to allow the Town Clerk the ability to take the DMMO through to Muster 
Green South.   This was on the grounds that Oakwood Road was now under private 
ownership, which means the footpath could be formalised then the road blocked. 
The Town Clerk felt that this would be a prudent course of action, which means that 
the resident of Oakwood Road could be liaised with and there was the flexibility to 
make the length of the DMMO to meet the needs of the resident’s access 
requirements.  It was also noted that over sixty residents had completed evidence 
forms to demonstrate the usage of the footpath.  It was asked if any of those who had 
completed the forms lived in Oakwood Road, if those who completed the evidence 
forms need to sign up to the application and would two separate applications need to 
be made (one for the footpath and one through Oakwood Road).  The Town Clerk 
responded by stating the evidence forms had only arrived that day and he had not 
reviewed in terms of where people lived, secondly by virtue of the submission of the 
evidence forms the residents have signed up to the application (saying they use the 
route and it was confirmed that only one application would be made as it was one 
route.  A historical application was made in two applications as it crossed Parish 
borders.  It was asked whether there was any financial implication to the application 
being made.  It was noted there were none in terms of making the application, but if 
there was a planning inspection on any decision on the application, as outlined the in 
the report it would have to be proven that the application was unreasonable, therefore 
minimal financial risk.  It was asked if there was a clause that we could add to stop the 
private ownership closing the road.  It was a complex situation that would need to be 
worked through if the landowner decided to make an application to stop in 
contradiction with what was being pursued with such application.  Members were 
reminded that the process would take circa a year to complete.  With this it was 
unanimously felt the application to be a prudent move and the Town Council has been 
diligent in making such a move to protect the right of passage for residents to move 
around the Town and then; 
 
 
 



 
Members RESOLVED to make a Definitive Map Modification Orders (DMMO) for 
the establishment of a Public Right of Way on the footpath Oakwood Road to 
Wealden Way then through to Muster Green South if required and that the Town 
Clerk be authorised to serve notice on the land owner of the footpath and road 
in question, as part of the application process. 

 
22. Town Council Utility Bills 
 It was noted that an announcement had been made by the Government since the 

agenda had been issued in relation to capping of utility bills for companies/local 
government, but the matter still needed debate on the basis that it is nearly impossible 
to forecast costs at the present time, plus the Town Council having to deal with 
increased usage issues.  Members were happy to waive standing orders to allow for 
officers to manage the bills with the monitoring of such by Councillors through reports 
to the committee on budget expenditure.  During debate it was felt that the word 
‘unlimited’ as per the recommendation was not prudent, but on the basis that the bill 
‘would be what it would be’ and that the Town Council had no choice in paying them 
the Town Clerk be allowed to pay the bills and manage the variance as billed, on this 
basis.  

 
Members RESOLVED to authorise the Town Clerk and RFO to manage the 
Town Council’s utility bills variances as required in relation to the foreseen 
overspend on each of the budget headings presented in the report (Budget 
codes 4521, 4512, 4170 and 4171) and authorise the Town Clerk to enter a fixed 
term contract with an electricity and gas supplier once the market has settled.  

 
23. Grounds Maintenance Reporting Application  
 Members welcomed the Groundstaff review and the general move to a more effective 

way of working and monitoring through the project presented in the report.  It was 
hoped that the students being local would take ownership of the application on that 
basis appreciate the sites/environment that was being monitored.   It was then asked 
what would happen when the students who develop the application finish their work 
and move on?  The Town Clerk reported that the application would then be managed 
and updated by Cloudy ICT.  On this basis the Town Clerk confirmed the ongoing 
costs for Cloudy ICT would be met from ongoing professional fees budgets.  It was 
then noted that the project was to be led by the Charitable arm of the company the 
Cloudy Foundation that gave local student to the opportunity to develop their skill in 
developing the applications, which Members though was commendable worthy or 
support and then;   

 
Members RESOLVED that the Town Council enters into a project with Cloudy 
ICT for the development of an application to manage Groundstaff services, 
maintenance and health safety at the cost of £3,000 to be met from the Advisors 
Fees budget and ongoing hosting costs to be agreed by the Town Clerk. 

 

24. Financial Security from Cyber Attacks 
 In the absence of a report, it was asked that the Town Clerk review the level of Cyber 

Insurance that it has to make sure that all cash deposits and accounts were secure 
and the Town Council protected from any loss.  If a level could not be obtained then 
thought was also requested to be given about splitting the money into separate 
accounts, therefore; 



 
It was requested that a review of the Town Council’s Cyber Insurance levels be 

reviewed. 

25. Items Agreed as Urgent by the Chairman 
There were none. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:08pm. 
 
 


